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Do cosmetics for babies
really present a risk
for their safety?
As it was recently rightly reminded by the French Academy of Medicine, one can not reasonably affirm that
there is a safety problem linked to long term exposition and announce at the same time that there is no
formal evidence of the harmfulness of such and such a product. On the same way, the principle of precaution
would not justify a systematically alarmist outlook, especially if this one is based on an experiment
recognized as non relevant by the scientific community.
For sure, the physiology and the behaviour of human beings evolve considerably from birth to the adult
stage. On that ground, they face different circumstances of exposure to chemical substances, being either
dust, pollutants, or preparations deliberately ingested, inhaled or put in contact with the skin or the mucous
membranes.
Cosmetic products for infants and young children properly formulated and controlled have no reason to raise
any particular risk. As a proof is the widespread use of these numerous products all over the world for
generations without arrant sanitary consequences.

The safety of cosmetics intended
to infants and young children are
responsible for strong emotions
nowadays. The information, widely
spread

by

the

media,

is

contradictory and gives a poor
overview as far as the basis of the
question is concerned.
Are you correctly informed about the
provisions that are being taken on the
national and international levels?

National and international official organisms have worked
on the creation of inventories with the objective to define by
ethnic group and according to cultural habits the exposure
factors specific to children.
Do you use this handbook, acknowledged today as a
guideline or do you want us to give you its reference?

Morphological and physiological variations of a child
all over his growth are extremely important parameters
to take into account in determining the levels of local
and systemic exposure he is submitted to.
Based on these factors of variation, the Scientific
Committee of Cosmetology suggested to adapt
the margin of safety required for raw materials
in accordance with their target. Are you aware
of this position?

While evaluating the risk of exposure of children to the use of a cosmetic product
specifically designated to them, it is also essential to take into account the cumulated
successive risks related to their very own behaviour. For example, a baby between the
age of 3 and 6 months sucks her hand as an average 28 times per hour, but only 19
times from 6 to 12 months and 7 times per hour between 6 and 11 years old…
Do you take into consideration the factors of exposure specific to children in the
analysis of the potential risk occurring in your target population?

All over the world, the regulatory provisions affecting the world of
cosmetic products are meant to ensure their safety of use, including
for this purpose the risk linked to their misuse. Cosmetics for babies
and children do not defy this fundamental principle.
As far as the formulation of such products is concerned, it is recommended
to limit as much as possible the number of their ingredients, choosing
preferentially those widely known for their lack of potential toxicity in short, medium
and when possible long term; appropriate databanks become indispensable to achieve
this goal.
Regarding controls before marketing, in addition to the detailed analysis of each of the
ingredients and their possible interactions, it is advocated to conduct preclinical and
clinical evaluations on the target population, covering all of the potential risks (irritation,
allergy, systemic effect), then validate the whole with a safety assessment performed by
a competent evaluator.
It is this sum of services that we are keen to put at your technical and marketing
departments’ disposal.
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